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1 SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

1983-1988: Grammar school ‘Humanistisches Lyzeum Vinzentinum’ in Brixen  

1988-1994: Study of terrestrial ecology and limnology at the Leopold-Franzens-

University of Innsbruck (Austria). 

1992-1994: Diploma thesis within the framework of EU- STEP- project INTEGRALP on 

the effect of land-use changes on the vegetation and plant ecophysiology. 

1995-2000: Ph.D. in Natural Sciences; thesis on: "Landscape Modelling in the Alpine 

Region with regard to the Effects of Land-Use Changes" 

2009:  ‘Venia Docendi’ for ecology, thesis on: „Ecological Effects of Land-use 

Changes: from Ecosystem to Landscape“ 

 

2 POSITIONS HELD 

Jan. -April 1992: Practical training within the framework of EU-SOKRATES at the Funivie 

Monte Bondone (Trento, Italy), studying the ecological effects of snow 

preparing and artificial snowmaking in the skiing area of Monte 

Bondone. 

June - Jan. 1994:  Scientific assistant at the Institute of Botany / Department of Ecology 

at the Leopold-Franzens-University of Innsbruck (A).  

Feb. - Sept. 1995:  Personnel exchange in the COMMETT-II Be94/1/8227 programme 

entitled "Know-How Transfer Universität - Wirtschaft - Verwaltung zur 

Ökologie des Alpinen Raumes" from the Institute of Botany at the 



European Academy Bozen/Bolzano (I), concerning the topic "Applied 

Education on Environment Impact Assessment”.  

Since 1995: Collaboration in the Scientific area of "Alpine Environment" at the 

European Academy Bozen/Bolzano (I) with the main research interests 

mountain agriculture, sustainable development in mountain areas and 

landscape planning.  

Since 1996: Teaching at the University of Innsbruck with the main topics land use 

and vegetation distribution, erosion, GIS and landscape modelling. 

 

3 MAIN RESEARCH AREAS 

Systems ecology and landscape ecology of mountain ecosystems, field experiments and 

process analysis on various temporal and spatial scales, development and implementation 

of GIS and statistical models and scenario techniques, landscape modelling, mountain 

agriculture, sustainable development in mountain areas. Research on the ecological effects 

of land-use changes in mountain regions with special regard to biodiversity, vegetation 

changes, potential risks, water and carbon cycle, and multiple ecosystem services and 

incorporating links to socioeconomic research, nature conservation. 

 

4 PUBLICATION ACTIVITIES 

80 papers in peer reviewed journals and books, 15 monographs, 80 papers in national and 

international journals, non peer reviewed, more than 100 popular scientific articles 
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